PTSA Board of Directors Meeting Oct. 24 7-9PM at BCC HS
Attending: Michelle Hainbach, Marcie Sandalow, Karen Green, Karen Safer, Rita Ballesteros, Jack Hayes, Carrie Witkop,Julie Hoffman, Val Spencer, MIldeen Worrell, Julieta Machado, Beatriz Rogers.
Michelle Hainbach started the meeting with announcements:
2 BCC staff, Patricia McKain and Sean Nero, will update the BCC website.  The PTSA is providing them with a small stipend and they will receive training from MCPS.  Michelle, Erika Wind, and Jane Rosenquist will meet with Patricia and Sean on Friday to provide them with the parents’ perspective on what is needed on the website. 
 11th grade peer parents had a successful dinner/parent meeting before the FAFSA meeting on Oct.13.
BCC PTSA Auction is going well. Auction items are coming in. 
Nov. 2 7:30 PM Brad Sachs is speaking at Whitman High School. We are cosponsoring with Whitman and Walter Johnson High School.
Nov. 15 7 PM PTSA General Meeting on Study skills with Ned Johnson of Prep Matters 
Nov. 10 7PM Meeting to discuss the future of the Banter
Nov.  23 Pies for Staff (Parents bring in pies for staff appreciation)
Special Needs Report – Chris Olinger and Elizabeth Spencer could not attend but sent a written report. They organized a parent coffee and a recent PTSA meeting on how to help your special needs student. 20 people came to the parent coffee and about 25 came to the PTSA meeting. They are going to plan another meeting in November for this group of parents.
NAACP Parent Council – Have had 2 meetings so far with good attendance.  Have a yahoo group to alert parents about upcoming meetings and events.  Valerie Spencer, Mildeen Worrell,  and Mrs. Lockard attended the recent MCCPTA/MCPS evening program for Council Parents leadership.
MCCPTA Report – Not taking a stand on the curfew, since it is not a school issue.
After Prom- Julie Hoffman has attended one meeting and is getting ready to sell raffle tickets to raise money for the afterprom.
School Directory – Rita Ballesteros asked the Board if they thought all the Spanish translation was necessary in the directory. No decision was made. New format this year will produce more pages than last year.
Cluster Rep Report- Discussion surrounding the new middle school for our cluster.  Dr. Starr has received many letters against the siting of the new middle school but almost no letters in favor of the school. There were flaws in the site selection process. Dr. Starr loves the IB program and it is most probably that the second middle school will also have the IB middle years program. The new middle school will not be built until 2016. The school will be equal in quality to Westland. If you delay building a middle school Westland will become too overcrowded. If you care about this issue, we need to send an email to Dr. Starr by the end of the week. We do not need to take a position on the location, but on the need for a second school, based on the number of kids in our cluster elementary schools. Karen Green and Michelle Hainbach, with input from Jack Hayes, will draft a letter to go to Dr. Starr and the Board of Education stating this position.  The letter will be circulated to the PTSA Board prior to being sent.
Color Day Discussion- There needs to be appropriate consequences for the kids’ behavior.  There will not be color day next year.  A large problem was the late communication from the school to the parents. This caused the parents to chatter on the list serve way too much.  A robo call to parents would have been helpful. If there is no color day next year, there must be parent support to enforce this change.   The PTSA can help the SGA and the administration with this issue.  Try to take out the bullying in color day. Perhaps the PTSA could provide food in the cafeteria or outside by concession during lunch next year.
Homecoming Dance- Possibly change the format next year. Work with the SGA on this next year. More information needed.  
Respectfully Submitted by Karen Safer, Secretary
November 15, 2011
