PTSA General Meeting 
Sept. 20, 2011 7PM B-CC High School
Treasurer’s Report : General Explanation of the PTA budget by Rita Ballasteros, Treasurer of the PTA. All the money we raise from events, we spend each year. The budget was passed unanimously.
Chris Lawrence explained the Giant Cards and sign up process for the safeway, giant, sniders and chevy chase supermarket affinity programs. 
Andrea Cooke- Internship coordinator briefly spoke about career day on December 1. She is looking for businesses that want to participate.
Debby Missal – come to the BCC PTSA Auction on Dec. 2. Please donate items for the auction. Please volunteer for the auction. It is an all school fundraiser. The proceeds are used to benefit after prom and the PTSA’s other programs.
President’s Report: Michelle Hainbach- 
Nov. 2 at 7PM. Dr. Brad Sachs (a local psychologist) will be speaking at Walt Whitman High School on stress and adolescence. He is a very good speaker.
Oct. 10 7:30AM-9:30 AM Special Needs Coffee at BCC in the blue and gold room.
The ABC’s of BCC ---
Introductions of the 9th grade peer parents – Pattie Friedman, Tammy Nathan, Vinita Vaskov, Claudia Esteve and student panel:  Carmen Esteve, Morgan Powell, Daniel Carsalade, Griffin Marette
Questions from the Audience (Answers provided by students, Principal Karen Lockard,and other parents)
Grading in honors classes ? A discussion of weighted and unweighted grades followed. A “B “in an honors class is worth an A in a non-honors class.
Is the MYP mandatory? It is highly recommended but not required. It is worth a half credit. Students do need 22 credits to graduate.  It is a good project to do since the kids pick the project and topic themselves. They have mentors at the school that can help the students. 
What can help students transition to High School? Use your planner, take good notes, test different organizational strategies, teachers can give you some ideas for how to stay organized throughout the year. There is TAP, an after school program for kids who need help in specific subjects. They have tap for Math, English, Science on Tues, Wed and Thurs after school in certain rooms. 
How do you find out about the different clubs? Friday Sept. 23 is the activity fair. It is during 4th period for Freshman and at Lunchtime for the other grades.  It is also on the website. (website info may be old).
What is the difference between AP and IB classes and when do you start taking them? You can take them as early as 10th grade but mostly these are taken in 11th and 12 th grades.  If you have questions about the IB program, please talk to Beth Groeneman about the program. She can explain it best.
What advice would you give to students who are freshman and sophomores now? Prioritize your work, Talk to your teachers, when you have an easy day, work harder to get ahead so that when you have a hard day some of the work is already done. It would be great to have a forum where juniors and seniors could give advice to Freshman and Sophomores.
There will be an assembly for AP/IB classes in the Spring. This will be done for the students and the parents to get a better understanding of the merits of the AP and IB class offerings.
When is the PSAT given and to whom? The PSAT test is given in the fall for 9th, 10th and 11th grade students.  Students are given this information through Wake Up BCC, web site, 
How is information disseminated to the students ? Walls of school, Wake Up BCC, BCC list serve, website. When is Homecoming? Oct. 21football game and Oct. 22 dance. 
What is Chips ? it is a student run literary magazine. It is also a class. You can submit to chips even if you are not in the class.
Where can you eat Lunch? In the cafeteria, in the hallways, at restaurants within short distance of BCC.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.



